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Vivian Cazayoux 


As I take over as your President on Jan- 
uary 1, 1954, I send to each of you my very 
best wishes for true happiness in the new 
year. I know that you join me in hoping that 
the Louisiana Library Association will suc- 
ceed in sponsoring a meaningful and effec- 
tive program in 1954. With your coopera- 
tion, the evidence of which has already been 
felt, I know it will be possible to achieve 
this goal. 


During the past year, as I studied the 
organization of the Association, I was im- 
pressed with the foresight of our past leaders 
who have provided for the smooth opera- 
tion of the Association and the continuity 
in activities from one year to another. One 
example of this is the office of president- 
elect which enables the incoming president 
to prepare for the work ahead. Another is 


the appointment of many committee mem- 
bers who are named for terms of two, three 
or four years and whose terms are overlap- 
ping. This prevents any break in committee 
activities at the end of the year. 

This provision also simplifies the making 
of committee appointments which is one of 
the first and most important responsibilities 
of every president. I am delighted with the 
results of the committee appointments for 
1954, which have just been completed. The 
response to our invitations to serve has been 
excellent and we take pride in presenting 
the 1954 roster of committee memberships 
in this issue. 

Firm in the belief that as many members 
as possible should be given the opportunity 
to participate in guiding the activities of 
the Association, we are planning a general 
meeting of committee and section chairmen 
on Thursday morning, March 25, just pre- 
ceding the convention. At that time we will 
discuss the program for the remainder of 
the year. No doubt much of the discussion 
will be based on the plans which all com- 
mittee chairmen have been asked to submit 
by February 1. 

Considerable time has already been given 
to making plans for 1954. Taking advan- 
tage of the fact that the Parish Librarians’ 
Conference brought the Convention Chair- 
man and some members of the new Execu- 
tive Board to Baton Rouge, I called a meet- 
ing on September 24, for the purpose of 
discussing convention plans and committee 
appointments. In addition to this I have con- 
ferred at length with our immediate past- 
president Garland Taylor and with the 
Chairmen of the Legislation, Membership, 
Public Relations and Recruiting Committees. 
The Executive Board will meet again on 
January 16 to discuss the budget, the con- 














VoL. 17, No. 1 WINTER, 1954 





vention program and plans for legislative 
action. 

The Convention Committee with Frances 
Flanders as General Chairman and Ruth 
Walling as Program Chairman has been at 
work for several months on plans for the 
conference to be held in Monroe, March 25- 
27. Program plans to date sound very inter- 
esting (a summary is included’ in this Bul- 
letin) and we hope all of you will make 
your plans now to join us in Monroe. 


With the publication of this issue, we are 
very proud to present to you our new Co- 
Editors, Guy R. Lyle and Louise Ward. Mr. 
Lyle’s experience in writing and editing and 
Miss Ward’s enthusiasm and originality give 
us a combination of talents which assures 
us of the continuation of the high standards 
which have been established for the Bulletin. 
Mary Garst has been appointed Business 
Manager, replacing Elizabeth Cammack, our 
new President-Elect. We take this opportu- 
nity to express our gratitude to John Hall 
Jacobs, who has served as Editor for the 
past two years, and to his staff, for the out- 
standing work they have done and for the 
quality they have maintained in the Bulletin. 


At the close of 1953, the membership list 
showed a total of 589 members, the largest 
membership we have ever had, but there 
are still many libraries, librarians and trus- 
tees who are not members. The Association 
needs not only the financial support of these 
people but the increased strength and pres- 
tige which would accompany a larger mem- 
bership. We urge you to assist the Mem- 
bership Committee in bringing these people 
into the Association. A personal invitation 
from you is much more effective than a cir- 
cular-letter. 


In conclusion, let me emphasize that this 
is your organization. It belongs to each one 
of us—589 strong. The Executive Board will 
welcome your suggestions, criticisms and 
questions and will give them careful con- 
sideration. We will exert every effort to 
carry out your wishes, and to put your ideas 
into action. 

Vivian Cazayoux 
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| Portraits of Louisiana Librarians — | 


MILDRED E. BLAKE, Assistant Librarian 
Rudolph Matas Medical Library 











Mary Louise Marshall came 
1920 from 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, where she 
had been Head of Cataloging in 
the Public Library. After gradu- 
ating from the University of 
Wisconsin Library School 


to New Orleans in 


she 


~ 


had worked in a normal school 
library before going to Kalama- 
z00. In 1919 she had a bad at- 


S\N 


tack of influenza, and this illness 


made her realize how far she 
was from her family, who were 
living in Louisiana. She, there- 
fore, began to look for some- 
thing in this part of the country 
and got in touch with the Ameri- 
can Library Association. 

At that time, just after World 
War I, the A. L. A. had an en- 
larged program in all parts of 
the country, and Miss Marshall 
Was given a position as assistant 
in the Gulf Division Office of 
A. L. A. in New Orleans. The 
main functions of this office 
were raising funds for A. L. A. 
activities, continuation of the hospital li- 
brary program established by A. L. A. dur- 
ing the war, and work with the travelling 
library service to ships. This last service was 
soon taken over by the American Merchant 
Marine Library Service and the hospital 
library program was taken over by the Vet- 
erans Bureau. Within five months after 
Miss Marshall came to New Orleans the 
American Library Association closed its of- 
fice here but felt great responsibility for find- 
ing positions for those employed in this 
office. They offered Miss Marshall two posi- 
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MARY LOUISE MARSHALL 


tions: one cataloging in New York and the 
other in a veterans hospital in the Southwest. 
However, Miss Marshall had come to like 
New Orleans so well that she wanted to 
stay here. After living here for a number 
of years, she still feels the same about New 
Orleans and wrote someone just last year 
that she never wants to live anywhere else. 
Just at the time the A. L. A. Gulf Divi- 
sion Othce was being closed the Orleans 
Parish Medical Society wanted to reorganize 
their library and put it in charge of someone 
qualified to give good library service. The 
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aan working on this project had been in 
the armed forces during the war and knew 
of the work of the A. L. A. in hospital li- 
braries. They called on the Gulf Division 
Office to recommend someone to organize 
their library ; Miss Marshall went to see them 
and received the appointment. She has had 
the position ever since, and anyone who 
looks at the records of then and now or 
talks with some of the physicians who have 
been members of the Orleans Parish Medical 
Society during this period will learn what 
an excellent and tremendous job she has 
done. For the following eight years she 
worked in the Medical Society on the ground 
floor of the Tulane Medical School on Canal 
Street. In 1928, by agreement with Tulane 
University, the Orleans Parish Medical So- 
ciety Library and the Medical School Li- 
brary were put under one administration. 
Thus for 25 years Miss Marshall has been 
in charge of both libraries and has admin- 
istered them jointly. In 1947 she was made 
Associate Professor of Medical Bibliography 
in the Tulane Medical School and in 1949 
Professor of Medical Bibliography. 

The positions she has held in local and 
national library associations show the place 
she holds in American librarianship and par- 
ticularly in medical librarianship. Her posi- 
tion in medical librarianship is international. 
She has been a member of the Louisiana 
Library Association and of the local chapter 
of the Special Libraries Association since 
their organization. She was President of the 
New Orleans Library Club in 1933-34. As 
President of the Medical Library Associa- 
tion she was a member of the organizing 
group of the Council of National Library 
Associations ; she has been a member-at-large 
of its Joint Committee on Library Education 
and its Subcommittee on Education for Spe- 
cial Librarianship since their organization. 

Miss Marshall has been a most loyal mem- 
ber of the Medical Library Association ever 
since she joined it and has held many im- 
portant offices in the Association. Among 
these offices are the following: 

Chairman, Membership Committee, 1927-30 
Treasurer, 1930-37 


Member, Executive 
Chairman, 1940-41 

President, 1941-46 

Chairman, Committee on Training for Medi- 
cal Librarianship, 1946-48 


Committee, 1937-41; 


Chairman, Committee on Standards for 

Medical Librarianship, 1948-49 
Member, Committee on International Rela- 

tions, 1947-48 
Member, Special Publications Committee, 

1951-53 
Members, Publication Committee, 1953 to 

date 

One of Miss Marshall's most outstanding 
services to medical librarianship is the work 
she has done, and is continuing to do, in 
helping to formulate the educational re- 
quirements for training for medical libra- 
rianship and to raise the standards for medi- 
cal librarianship. From all this has developed 
the program of certification of medical li- 
brarians by the Medical Library Association. 

Pages could be devoted to her work in 
the medical field. Besides her outstanding 
contributions to the advancement of medical 
librarianship, she has published many papers 
in the field of medical history, particularly 
of history of medicine in the South. She 
holds several editorial appointments: one of 
the Consulting Editors of the Journal of 
the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences; 
Book-review Editor of the New Orleans 
Medical and Surgical Journal (now the 
Journal of the Louisiana State Medical So- 
ciety) ; Member of the Editorial Committee 
of the Bulletin of the Tulane Medical Fac- 
ulty; and Co-Editor of the second edition of 
the Handbook of Medical Library Practice 
which is about ready to go to press. 

Miss Marshall served on the A. L. A. 
Committee that made a survey of the Army 
Medical Library from 1944 to 1946 and was 
then appointed to devise a classification for 
the Army Medical Library. This classifica- 
tion appeared in 1948 and has been called 
“a monumental piece of work.” From 1944 
to 1952 Miss Marshall was an Honorary 
Consultant to the Army Medical Library, 
and since 1947 she has been an Expert Con- 
sultant to the Surgeon General of the U. S. 
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Army for the Army Medical Library (now 
the Armed Forces Medical Library). 


There are many more things that could 
be written about Miss Marshall, especially a 
listing of personal expressions of apprecia- 
tion from her colleagues and students. One 
of her fellow medical librarians speaks of 
the stimulus she has been to others not 
only to make them do things but to make 
them think. 


This recital of some of Mary Louise Mar- 
shall’s accomplishments shows why the Med- 
ical Library Association in June 1953 pre- 


sented to her the Marcia C. Noyes Award 
“for outstanding service in the field of 
medical librarianship.” In announcing the 
award, the Committee on Awards said: 
‘Miss Marshall has served the Medical Li- 
brary Association in several capacities, this 
service being indicative of her loyalty to 
the Association and her foresight with re- 
spect to the needs of the profession. . . . It 
is with a sense of great privilege that the 
Awards Committee of the Medical Library 
Association has taken this occasion to recog- 
nize publicly the vision, ability, and devo- 
tion of Miss Marshall... .” 





Before the present editorship, arrangements had been completed for publishing two more 
articles in the series of library historical sketches inaugurated by John Hall Jacobs. In this 
issue, we present the indefatigable Dr. Watson who traces the history of Northwestern State 


College Library. 


History of the Library of Northwestern 
State College of Louisiana, 1885-1953 


By 


EUGENE P. WATSON 


The official circular announcing that the 
Louisiana State Normal School would begin 
its first session, in Natchitoches, during No- 
vember, 1885, stated that a reading room 
will be opened on November Ist, 1885”; 
and, ‘the Board of Administrators will, each 
year, devote some part of the revenues of 
the institution to the acquisition of books 
for a Student’s Reference Library.’’ Thus 
began the first undergraduate state college 
library in Louisiana. 

Information regarding the early develop- 
ment of the library is scant indeed, but the 
1890 Report of the Board of Administra- 
tors pleads for funds, indicating that the 
library contains only “‘about five hundred 
volumes of standard literature, and as many 
more of government reports.’’ The total dis- 


bursement for the library during the 1888- 
90 biennium amounted to $185.04. 





Two years later, according to the Cata- 
logue, 1892-93, the library comprised 1,500 
books and documents, and received “the 
leading magazines, educational journals, and 
newspapers.”’ It is interesting to note that 
many of these earlier books were donations 
from the Louisiana Lottery; most of the 
newspapers were donated by their pub- 
lishers. The books and periodicals were kept 
in the Convent Building in a classroom, but 
no room was dedicated wholly to library 
service. 

From the time that she joined the faculty 
of the School, in 1887, Miss Lizzie Carter 
served as a semi-official custodian of the 
book collection. During 1892-93, Miss 
Maida Richardson served as the first official 
Librarian of the School, although the major 
portion of her time was occupied with 
teaching geography classes. Mrs. Lizzie Car- 
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ter McVoy resumed the librarianship upon 
her return to the campus after a brief leave. 
She is listed in the Catalogue for 1894-95 
as ‘Librarian and Secretary of the Boarding 
Club”; from 1895 until 1898, she is listed 
twice, both as the Librarian, and as a faculty 
member. 


In the summer of 1895, the Normal Hall 
(later re-named Boyd Hall) was completed. 
This building contained the first official 
library room; the Catalogue, 1895-96 con- 
tains a floor plan of Normal Hall showing 
the library as a first floor room 36 ft. by 
24 ft. The library remained in this location 
for only one year; then it was returned to 
the Convent Building. According to the 
Catalogue of 1896-97, “the Normal Library 
{is} situated in a large well-lighted room, 
convenient both to the classrooms and study 
halls. . . . The library contains about two 
thousand well selected volumes, and is in 
constant use in supplementing the classroom 
work of the students, especially in the de- 
partments of pedagogy, history, and litera- 
ture.” And, “students have access to the 
Reading Room throughout the day and on 
Saturdays and Sundays. Books to be taken 
home are issued by the librarian during the 
hour following the close of the daily session. 
Lady students boarding at the Normal have 
access to the Library and Reading Room 
from seven to ten o'clock each evening ex- 
cept Saturday and Sunday.” The library 
furniture at this time consisted of low shelv- 
ing on the south and east sides of the room, 
one table, and a half-dozen chairs. 

The Administrators’ Report, 1900 reveals 
that library disbursements for the biennium 
1898-1900 totaled $568.29 (not including 
Mrs. McVoy’s salary). 

During the fall and winter of 1898-99, 
Miss Jessie Bowden (Mrs. Joe Stephens) 
served as the School’s first full-time Libra- 
rian; Miss Daisy Richardson succeeded Miss 
Bowden during the spring, and was, in turn, 
followed by Mrs. Zefhe R. Smith, who 
served from September, 1899, until the 
summer of 1903. 

The Catalogue, 1899-1900 states that 
“each class room is supplied with a small 


library of reference books for use in the 
special subjects taught therein, and each 
model school contains a library of stories, 
poems and books of science, travel and ad- 
venture, suitable for the pupils of the sev- 
eral grades.” 

Miss Edna R. Connell was Librarian from 
1903 until 1906. 

The Circular of August, 1905, indicates 
that “the library has four thousand books 
{including U. S. documents} and _ receives 
nearly a hundred periodicals, including daily 
and weekly newspapers, literary, technical, 
and religious journals, and magazines. It 
occupies a handsome room, well furnished, 
and is under the care of an experienced li- 
brarian all the time on school days. On Sat- 
urdays the library is open during the fore- 
noon, and on Sundays during the afternoon.” 
During the session 1905-06 the Convent 
Building was torn down, and the Library 
was returned to its former location in Boyd 
Hall. 


In the fall of 1906, Miss Zeffie R. Smith 
resumed the librarianship, remaining in the 
position for four years. In 1910 Miss Schar- 
lie E. Russell became Librarian. 

In the summer of 1912, the library ex- 
perienced its first major expansion and de- 
velopment, when it was transferred to Cald- 
well Hall (the new Main Building, com- 
pleted in 1907) and housed in the room 
spanning the central section of the top 
floor; the room contained 3,000 square feet 
of floor space, but had a low, sloping ceiling 
and poor ventilation. The actual size and 
nature of the collection are specified for the 
first time in the Catalog for 1912-13, ‘with 
the additions made during the past year, the 
library now contains 6,952 volumes, includ- 
ing 3,946 government documents, 2,919 
reference and general literature books, and 
87 bound volumes of magazines.” 

And we are told that “the library 1s or- 
ganized according to the most approved 
methods. The Dewey decimal classification, 
and the Cutter book numbers are used. . . . 
While the card catalogue is already sufficient 
to make the books readily accessible, a more 
exhaustive and modern one is under prep- 
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aration. When completed, this will consist 
of an author, title, subject, and analytical 
catalogue. . . . We have recently installed 
the Browne card and pocket system of charg- 
ing general literature, and a slip and file 
system of charging magazines and specially 
reserved reference books. . . . The librarian 
devotes her whole time to the service of the 
school through the library; and is ready at 
any time to assist the students in their read- 
ing and investigations, giving incidental in- 
struction in library economy, and _ best 
sources of information. . . . The magazine 
and newspaper racks contain nearly one hun- 
dred periodicals. The subject matter in these 
as well as that in the bound volumes of 
magazines is made available for use by 
the Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature.” 
The library was ‘open from 8:15 A.M. to 
4:30 P.M., and from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M., 
every school day; and from 9:00 A.M. to 
4:00 P.M. on Saturdays.” 


The Administrators’ Report, 1916 reveals 
that the total library disbursements for the 
biennium 1914-16 amounted to $1,179.01 
(this figure undoubtedly does not include 
the Librarian’s salary). 

The Catalog, 1915-16 states that ‘‘during 
two periods each day she [the Librarian] 
gives instruction on the proper use of the 
library and best sources of information to 
groups of students of the fifth and sixth 
terms.” 


By act of the State Legislature, the Nor- 


mal was authorized to institute a four-year 
professional curriculum in 1918, in addition 
to the two-year curriculum. The Normal 
Quarterly for July, 1917, states that the new 
curriculum will require all students to take 
non-credit library orientation classes. 

The Louisiana State Normal School Cata- 
log, 1918-19 states that the library increased 
its floor area to 6,000 square feet by ex- 
panding into a second room. Now the li- 
brary was “open all day and in the evening 
of every day except Sunday.” And “all 
books and pamphlets of permanent value are 
classified in accordance with the Dewey Sys- 
tem, and are rendered accessible by a dic- 
tionary catalog, containing author, subject, 


title, and analytical cards. . . . The student 
is allowed to draw as many as two books 
from the library for a period of time vary- 
ing from overnight to two weeks, and gov- 
erned by the demand for each book.”’ 

The book collection in 1919-20 numbered 
12,956 volumes, including 343 bound maga- 
zines. The U. S. document holdings were 
estimated at 5,684 volumes. There were 80 
current periodical subscriptions. 


According to the Administrators’ Report, 
1920, total library disbursements for the 
biennium 1918-20 amounted to $3,715.29 
(the Librarian’s salary is not included in 
this figure). 

In 1921-22, an assistant librarian was ap- 
pointed. In 1923-24 the faculty were given 
academic rank; Miss Russell was made an 
Instructor. In 1924-25, an additional assis- 
tant librarian was appointed. 

In 1925-26, according to the Louisiana 
State Normal College Catalog of that year, 
the library quarters were transferred to the 
second story of the Old Model School Build- 
ing (a frame structure that has since been 
razed). This entire floor afforded an area 
of only 5,000 square feet, comprising a 
“reading room with a seating capacity for 
108 students, a reference room with seating 
capacity for 30, a faculty reading room, a 
stack room, a library class room, an office, a 
supply and work room, and storing room 
for old unbound magazines and newspapers. 

. Every effort is made to make it a 
pleasant place for study and recreational 
reading. The student is allowed to draw as 
many as three books [later increased to four, 
and then to six} from the library for a 
period of time varying from over night to 
two weeks, and governed by the demand 
for the book.”’ This year the staff was fur- 
ther augmented by the addition of a secre- 
tary. 

During the biennium ending December 
31, 1929, according to the 1930 Report of 
the Board of Administrators, the library_re- 
ceived $10,936.31 (not including the salaries 
of staff members). 

Upon graduating from the Louisiana State 
Normal College, Ora Garland (Mrs. R. B. 
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Williams) became a member of the profes- 
sional staff, in September, 1929. In May, 
1929, Miss Russell obtained her A.B. de- 
gree; in 1930-31 she was on leave in at- 
tendance at the School of Library Service 
of Columbia University. The Catalog, 1929- 
30 contains the first library science curricu- 
lum. Prior to the offering of the library 
science courses, Dr. Tommie Dora Barker, 
Emory University Library School, made a 
campus visitation. 

The book collection of 1929-30 numbered 
26,074 volumes, including 1,259 bound 
magazines. The U. S. documents holdings 
estimated at 6,662 volumes. There 
were 170 current periodical subscriptions. 


were 


During 1931-32, Ora Garland was on 
leave while obtaining her B. S. in L. S. 
degree from the Library School of Louisi- 
ana State University. In 1935-36 library 
orientation classes were given college-hour 
credit value. ¥) 

In December, 1936, the library collection 
was moved into the fine, new, brick library 
building, erected at a cost of $150,000, the 
equipment and furniture costing an addi- 
tional $68,097. The T-shaped, fire-proof 
building contains some 18,000 square feet 
of floor space. The basement floor houses 
the reserve book room, the staff room. the 
Louisiana documents room, the newspaper 
and microfilm room, a book storage room, 
an office for the library orientation instruc- 
tor, a classroom, and an auditorium, as well 
as a janitors room and five storage closets. 
The offices of three members of the Social 
Sciences faculty are also housed on_ this 
floor. The main floor of the building con- 
tains the reference room, the periodical room, 
the browsing room, the circulation foyer, and 
quarters for the acquisition and cataloging 
departments, as well as office space for the Li- 
brarian, the Assistant Librarian, and the sec- 
retarial staff. The third floor contains four 
seminar rooms, the largest two of which are 
used as a German Department classroom and 
office respectively ; two library storage rooms, 
and a cartography room, and a storage room, 
both of which are used by the Social Sciences 
Department. The rear wing of the building 


is formed by the four-tiered stacks, which 
have a 95,000 volume capacity. The U. S. 
documents occupy the entire upper level 
of the stacks. 


In 1937-38 the staff was augmented by 
the addition of an Assistant Librarian with 
a B.S. in L.S., thus bringing the staff to a 
total of five, three of whom possessed gradu- 
ate degrees in library science. In 1938-39 
the regulation requiring girls and boys to sit 
at separate tables in the reading room was 
abandoned. 

On March 15, 1940, Miss Scharlie E. 
Russell retired, ending a thirty-year period 
of devoted service to the library; under her 
direction, the library was transformed from 
little more than a collection of books under 
the care of a custodian, into a fully-devel- 
oped college library providing a variety of 
the services which are demanded by modern 
educational methods. The Assistant Libra- 
rian, Eugene Watson, succeeded to the Libra- 
rianship. 

The book collection in 1940-41 numbered 
36,761 volumes, including 2,800 bound 
magazines. The U. S. documents were esti- 
mated at 9,100 volumes. There were 243 
current periodical subscriptions ; and the col- 
lection contained approximately 26,500 un- 
bound magazine issues. The total library ex- 
penditures for this amounted to 
$19,959.64. 

In the spring of 1941, a fourth profes- 
sional librarian was added to the staff. An 
electric charging machine was installed at 
the circulation desk; and the limit on the 
number of books that a student could check 
out at one time was removed. Stack permits 
were made available to students in the senior 
class. 

In 1941-42 a fifth professional staff mem- 
ber was added, and the clerical staff was 
reduced to a single person. According to the 
Catalog for this year, ‘the library is open 
from 7:45 A.M. until 9:30 P.M., Monday 
through Friday; and from 7:45 A.M. until 
4:00 P.M. on Saturday.” 

World War II almost completely dis- 
rupted all long-range plans for orderly li- 
brary development—during the seven years 


year 
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beginning in 1941-42 there were eleven 
personnel changes on the professional staff. 
In 1946-47 a sixth professional staff mem- 
ber was added, as well as a second clerical 
member. In November, 1947, William Jesse, 
Librarian of the University of Tennessee, 
conducted a three-day survey of the library. 

In 1947-48 the administration of the Col- 
lege was divided into two schools—the 
School of Education and the School of Arts 
and Sciences; the following year a School of 
Applied Arts and Sciences was created; and 
in 1949-50 a School of Nursing was added. 
The change from a teacher training institu- 
tion to the multi-purpose Northwestern 
State College of Louisiana is exerting a pro- 
found influence on the nature and content 
of the library collection. 

During 1948-49, a comprehensive pro- 
gram of classifying and re-arranging the 
U. S. documents was begun. In this same 
year, the library science courses were trans- 
ferred to the Education Department. Dur- 
ing 1947-48 and again during 1949-50, an 
intensive and extensive program of weeding 
the collection was conducted, some 10,000 
items being withdrawn as a result. In June, 
1950, the library adopted the openshelf 
policy in the reserve room. On November 
18, 1950, the library building was named 
in honor of its most distinguished Librarian, 
Miss Scharlie E. Russell. In December, 1951 
a full-time custodian was employed for the 
branch library in the Shreveport division of 
the Nursing School. 


During the session 1952-53, a staff re- 
organization took place, the Assistant Li- 
brarian being put in charge of the newly- 
created readers’ services division (reference 
and circulation combined) and the Librarian 
retaining supervision over acquisitions and 
cataloging. Also during this session a micro- 
film reader was purchased, and the micro- 
film collection was begun. 

In February, 1953, Ora Garland Williams 
resigned because of ill health, after having 
contributed greatly to the development of 


the library. In June, 1953, the custodian of 
the Shreveport branch library was replaced 
by a full-time graduate librarian who also 
exercises supervision over the branch li- 
braries in the Nursing School divisions at 
Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Monroe, and 
Pineville. 

As of June 30, 1953, the library collec- 
tion comprises 66,191 books, including 
7,411 bound magazine volumes; in addi- 
tion, there are approximately 20,000 vol- 
umes of U. S. documents. The current 
periodical subscriptions number 475. The 
present staff consists of seven professionals, 
one sub-professional, two clerical assistants, 
and thirty student workers. The professional 
staff members have an aggregate of four- 
teen years of graduate study to their credit; 
and two of the non-professionals have A.B. 
degrees. The academic ranks held by the 
professional staff are: one Professor, one 
Associate Professor, two Assistant Profes- 


sors, and three Instructors. The current 
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schedule of library hours is 7:45 A.M. to 
9:30 P.M., Monday through Thursday, and 
7:45 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Friday and Satur- 
day. The library expenditures for the school 
year 1952-53 amounted to $64,648.31. 


There are plans for the future, too—an 
expanded building, providing for adequate 
office and work space, a music room, a film 
room, a curriculum laboratory, and four di- 
visional reading rooms. 


This is a brief account of the Citizens’ Library Movement as recalled by State Librarian 
Essae M. Culver, with additional material obtained from records of Citizens’ Library Move 
ment meetings and newspaper clippings of the organization's activities. prepared by Nan. 


telle M. Gittinger. 


A History of the Citizens’ Library Movement 


ESSAE M. CULVER and NANTELLE M. GITTINGER 


For a number of years before the state- 
wide Citizens’ Library Movement was organ- 
ized in Louisiana, the need for a unified 
citizens’ group to support library develop- 
ment throughout the state had been dis- 
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cussed by librarians, Louisiana Library Asso- 
ciation members and citizens interested in 
library progress. 

Louisiana's Citizens’ Library Movement 
was organized in 1937 to unify the efforts 
of groups and individuals who realized the 
necessity for strong public support of all 
types of libraries. 

North Carolina initiated the idea of citi- 
zens’ groups formally organized for the sole 
purpose of promoting libraries. 

An added incentive to organizing a citi- 
zens’ group in this state came when the 
Louisiana Library Commission's executive 
secretary attended a luncheon in New York 
City of some 400 enthusiastic “Friends of 
Libraries” of that state. On the return trip 
to Louisiana, the executive secretary dis- 
cussed with libraries in Georgia the proposed 
organization of a Georgia citizens’ group. 

Their plan seemed sound and certainly 
workable in Louisiana, where libraries were 
desperately meeded and where there was 
widespread interest in libraries but no organ- 
ized citizens’ backing for library projects. 

Back in Louisiana, the advisability of or- 
ganizing a Louisiana citizens’ group was 
again discussed with Louisiana Library Asso- 
ciation officers, Citizens’ Library 
Movement would be inclusive in its interests 
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and would work to improve and expand all 


types of libraries. 

At the request of the Louisiana State Uni- 
versity librarian and the executive secretary 
of the Louisiana Library Commission, the 
president of the University signed invita- 
tions to a pre-organization meeting at LSU 
and the invitations were sent to some 78 
people, including leading educators and out- 
standing citizens largely representing organ- 
izations. 

At the meeting, held at LSU on April 25, 
1936, some 60 people were present. They 
represented library boards, the Interorganiza- 
tion Committee of New Orleans, American 
Association of University Women, Louisi- 
ana Federation of Women's Clubs, New 
Orleans Library Club, LLA State Library 
Planning Committee, Organized Commu- 
nities of Louisiana, a number of university 
professors and interested citizens from Ray- 
ville, Mangham, Rochelle, Minden, Alexan- 
New Orleans, Monroe and Baton 


7 


dria, 
Rouge. 

J. O. Modisette of Jennings, chairman of 
the Louisiana Library Commission board of 
commissioners, acted as temporary chairman 
of the meeting in the absence of the presi- 
dent of the University. 

As chairman of the LLA State Library 
Planning Committee, the executive secretary 
of the Louisiana Library Commission pre- 
sented a bleak picture of Louisiana's woe- 
fully inadequate library status. The startling 
statistics were: only three states had fewer 
free public libraries than Louisiana; 85% 
of the population outside New Orleans was 
without library service; 53 parishes had no 
public libraries within their borders; the 
residents of only six parishes had access to a 
parish library service. 

Those attending the meeting were unani- 
mous in agreeing that Louisiana needed more 
libraries, that books as a means of educa- 
tion had an inestimable value—and that an 
Organization of citizens dedicated to library 
support was desirable. 

A resolution was adopted approving the 
Organization of a Citizens’ Library Move- 
ment ‘for the purpose of securing and pro- 


moting adequate library service for the entire 
state.” A committee of five was appointed 
to outline the plan of organization. Mem- 
bers of the committee were Supt. E. S. Rich- 
ardson of Minden; Mrs. Grace Agate of 
Lafayette, president of the Louisiana Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs; Mrs. Martha G. 
Robinson of New Orleans; Dr. Harriet Dag- 
gett of Louisiana State University; and John 
Pooley of New Orleans, representing labor. 

The important and immediate result of 
this pre-organization meeting was to call the 
attention of the governor-elect and members 
of the Legislature to the need for state funds 
for library development. 


Even before the organization of the state- 
wide group the following spring, a citizens’ 
group for libraries brought results. 


Citizens of Winn parish, banding together 
with a “We Want a Parish Library” slogan, 
petitioned the Louisiana Library Commission 
for a library demonstration, and the citizens 
of Grant sent 29 petitions from as many 
organizations for help in starting a parish 
library. The Grant petitions went to the 
Governor's office as well as to the Library 
Commission. 

These requests for library service aroused 
official interest. The Governor felt, however, 
that the state could not support a library 
for every parish and called the State Super- 
intendent of Education to suggest that school 
libraries could serve the rural areas. 

At the suggestion of Supt. T. H. Harris, 
it was decided to make two ‘trials’ of li- 
brary service to discover the most effective 
and economical methods of giving library 
service to Louisiana’s rural population. The 
State Library would put on a regional li- 
brary demonstration in Winn and Grant 
(Jackson was added later at the request of 
citizens there, making the demonstration a 
Tri-Parish one), and the Department of 
Education would put on a demonstration of 
library service through 56 school libraries 
in ten parishes. 

For this demonstration, the Library Com- 
mission received $10,000 from the Depart- 
ment of Education for the purchase of books. 
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The same amount was to be spent for adult 
books placed in the school libraries. 

The results of these two demonstrations 
brought a recommendation from Superin- 
tendent Harris to the Governor that the 
only adequate way of providing rural library 
service was through the Library Commis- 
sion’s plan of parish and regional libraries 
in charge of trained librarians. 

The statewide organization was formed at 
a mass meeting of some 150 people in 
Shreveport on April 24, 1937, at the close 
of the twelfth annual Louisiana Library 
Association conference. 

“More and Better Libraries’ was adopted 
as a slogan for the newly formed group. 
Objectives set were: the creation of interest 
throughout the state in libraries; state aid 
for existing libraries; and the promotion 
of the general welfare of all Louisiana li- 
braries. 

Membership dues of 25 cents for individ- 
uals and $1.00 for organizations, would be 
used to pay the postage and other necessary 
expenses and to publish necessary literature 
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to inform citizens of the need for libraries 
in Louisiana. Organizations could take as 
many. sustaining memberships as __ they 
wished, and at the meeting many did so, 
some taking as many as ten organization, or 
sustaining, memberships. 


J. O. Modisette, Library Commission 
chairman and Louisiana’s most ardent advo- 
cate of library service, was named chairman 
for the Citizens’ Library Movement. The 
governor of the state was named honorary 
chairman, and honorary vice-chairmen were 
the superintendent of education and _ the 
president of Louisiana State University. 

Other officers elected were: Mrs. Fenn 
A. Leaming of Mansfield, Vice-chairman; 
Ward Delaney of Shreveport, treasurer; 
Mrs. Allen Hackett of New Orleans, secre- 
tary; and Mrs. Margaret Dixon of Baton 
Rouge, executive secretary. 

Organizations represented at the meeting 
included the Chamber of Commerce, Louisi- 
ana State Fair Association, Norwela Boy 
Scout Council, Shreveport Retail Merchants’ 
Association, Organized Communities of Lou- 
isiana, Mississippi Club, Shreveport Bar As- 
sociation, Little Theatre, Mithra Grotto, 
Federation of Labor, Altrusa Club, Louisi- 
ana Parent-Teacher Association, Woman's 
Department Club, Junior League, Hypatia, 
Junior Hypatia, Southfield School, American 
Legion, Louisiana Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, Rotary Club, Shreveport Life Under- 
writers’ Association, Shreveport Ministerial 
Association and others. 


The Shreveport meeting was followed by 
numbers ‘of organization meetings of parish 
units of the statewide group. 

In Rochelle, all 125 members of the 
school faculty joined. The students of the 
fifth and sixth grades, many of them from 
very poor families, used money collected for 
a picnic as membership dues, although 
school children were not especially ericour- 
aged to join. 

The parish chairman wrote of these en- 
thusiastic young members: ‘‘Poor little chil- 
dren, they have worked for their quarters. 
Some of these folks here are so desperately 
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poor that if the father joins, it’s about all 
they can manage. : 

In its first year, more than 200,000 indi- 
viduals pledged support to the Citizens’ Li- 
brary Movement. By the following year, over 
350,000 members had joined. Seventy-two 
local civic clubs and organizations gave their 
support that first year and 12 statewide 
organizations endorsed the Movement. These 
statewide organizations were: Louisiana 
Press Association, Organized Communities 
of Louisiana, Louisiana Library Association, 
Louisiana Association of Young Men’s Busi- 
ness Clubs, Louisiana Federation of Labor, 
Louisiana State Fair Association, Louisiana 
Federation of Business and _ Professional 
Women’s Clubs, Louisiana Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, Louisiana Parent-Teacher 
Association, Louisiana Reserve Officers As- 
sociation, American Legion Auxiliary, Lou- 
isiana Department and the Louisiana Divi- 
sion, American Association of University 
Women. 

Many of Louisiana’s parish libraries have 
been established after the organization of a 
parish unit of the statewide Citizens’ Library 
Movement, whose members submitted a 
request to their police jury to adopt the 
legally required ordinance of library estab- 
lishment. And the members of these same 
local groups have worked arduously and 
successfully for passage of parish library 
taxes. 

In several instances, efforts to expand a 
small inadequately supported library into a 
parish-wide library service have been un- 
successful until a parish unit of the Citizens’ 
Library Movement was organized. 

During the 1938 session of the Legisla- 
ture, the voice of the statewide organization 
first made itself heard. The Library Com- 
mission’s budget request for the biennium 
was for $750,000—$200,000 for the head- 
quarters service in Baton Rouge; $200,000 
for starting new libraries; and $300,000 for 
state aid to existing libraries. Only $50,000 a 
year was allowed the Library Commission 
in the general appropriations bill when it 
was presented to the Legislature. 

Meantime, as the Tri-parish demonstration 


neared its conclusion, members of the Citi- 
zens’ Movement there felt that voting a tax 
would be impossible in 1938 because the 
area was suffering severely from an eco- 
nomic depression and many families were 
on relief. They expressed the conviction 
that funds must be raised to continue the 
library, and their requests reached the Gov- 
ernor and members of the Legislature. 


At the request of Mr. Modisette, chair- 
man of both the Library Commission and 
the Citizens’ Library Movement, Senate and 
House legislators called a caucus of the 
Legislature in the House of Representatives 
on May 24, 1938, to discuss and determine 
the best procedure for adequate state aid for 
library development. Members of the Citi- 
zens’ Library Movement were present at the 
meeting. 

As a result of this meeting, a commit- 
tee was appointed to ask Governor Richard 
W. Leche for an increase in funds over the 
pitiful allocation of $50,000 a year. 

The Governor agreed to an appropriation 
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of $100,000 a year for the Library Com- 
mission, provided, as he expressed it, State 
Treasurer A. P. Tugwell ‘could find the 
funds’’—which he did. Of this appropria- 
tion, $25,000 a year for 
the continuation of the Tri-Parish library 
demonstration. 


was earmarked 


At the 1940 legislative session, members 
of the Library Movement again 
spoke loudly enough to be heard. More than 
100 citizens attended a hearing of the House 
appropriations committee on a bill to appro- 
priate $200,000 a year for state aid to exist- 
ing libraries and brought a favorable com- 
mittee report on the bill. Public sentiment 
in favor of the bill resulted in its passage 
in both houses, with only four votes against 
house. However, the measure 
vetoed by the Governor because of 
“insufficient funds.”’ 


Citizens’ 


it in each 
was 


Greatest single accomplishment of the 
statewide organization came in 1942, when 
the Governor announced that because state 


funds were so low it would be necessary 
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to veto the entire Library Commission ap- 


propriation and cut out the services of the | 


agency altogether. 

Literally hundreds of messages reached 
the Governor's office. One message was par- 
ticularly eloquent, pleading ‘For God's sake 
don’t take books away from the people in 
the most illiterate state in the Union.” The 
appropriation was not vetoed. 

The death of Mr. Modisette in 
1942, 
of the Citizens’ Library Movement as well 
as to the Library Commission. He _ had 
served as chairman of the Library Commis- 
sion’s board of commissioners since 1927. 

A few wecks after his death the American 
Library Association conferred upon him a 
citation of merit ‘in recognition of his years 
of devoted service and untiring efforts in 
behalf of public library development in his 
state The citation was one of the 
ALA's annual citations to two of the library 
trustees of the nation for meritorious 
achievement in library service. 


June, 


The Citizens’ Library Movement was with- 


out a chairman until late in 1944. J. H. 
Mercer of Taylortown was named chairman 
at a meeting in Shreveport on November 
17, 1944. 

At this meeting, Citizens’ Library Move- 
ment voted unanimously to pay 
the expenses of one member of the LLA 
committee who had been active in getting 
an Association-sponsored bill for state aid 
to public libraries passed through both legis- 
lative houses at the 1944 session of the 
Legislature. 

The 1944 state aid bill had fared as had 
the 1942 bill for aid to existing libraries— 
it passed both houses, but was vetoed when 
it reached the Governor's desk. 

At the 1944 meeting, it was decided to 
name four vice-chairmen instead of one. In 
order to keep interest alive more easily over 
the state, the vice-chairmen were selected 
from widely different sections. Mrs. Leam- 
ing was named first vice-chairman; Dr. Dag- 
gett, second vice-chairman; Mrs. Robinson, 
third vice-chairman; and John Caffery of 
Franklin, fourth Paul 


members 


vice-chairman. C. 








was a distinct setback to the activities | 
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Phelps of Ponchatoula was elected treasurer 
to succeed Mr. Delaney, who had submitted 
his resignation when he moved out of the 
state; Mrs. W. B. MacMillan of Abbeville 
was named secretary to succeed Mrs. Hackett. 


It was further decided that rather than 
name the governor, the superintendent of 
education and the president of LSU honor- 
ary officers of the Movement, they be made 
honorary members. 

The years from 1944 to early 1953 were 
ones of comparative inactivity for the state- 
wide organization. 

The death of Mr. Mercer in 1952 again 
left the Citizens’ Library Movement with- 
out a chairman, and no new chairman was 
named until the Movement was reactivated 
at a meeting held in New Orleans on May 
8, 1953, during the LLA convention. 


James L. Love of Hammond was named 
to succeed Mr. Mercer. A son-in-law of 
Mr. Modisette, Mr. Love is, like the Citi- 
zens’ Library Movement’s first chairman, 
also chairman of the board of commissioners 
of the Louisiana State Library* 


Also elected at this meeting was Mrs. 
George M. Lester of Bains as secretary to 
succeed Mrs. MacMillan, who resigned. 

Other officers of the Movement include, 
as vice chairman: Mrs. Leaming, Dr. Dag- 
gett, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Caffery; as 
treasurer, Mr. Phelps; and as executive sec- 
retary, Sallie Farrell of Baton Rouge, suc- 
ceeding Elisabeth Williams of Benton. 


At a meeting of executive board members 
of the Citizens’ group in Baton Rouge in 
August, 1953, two projects termed “urgent” 
were given priority and were adopted as the 
1954 goals for the organization. These are: 
to secure legislative funds for a new build- 
ing for the State Library and to secure 


*By legislative act in 1946, the name of the 
Louisiana Library Commission was changed to 
the more appropriate name of Louisiana State 
Library. 


an increased appropriation with which to 
operate the State Library’s program of de- 
velopment. 

Already, several statewide organizations, 
as well as numbers of parish library boards, 
local clubs and parish units of the Citizens’ 
Library Movement, have adopted strong 
resolutions supporting the Movement’s proj- 
Each included in its 
text the expressed intention of each group’s 
members to inform state legislators, officials 
and Governor Kennon of their action. 


ects. resolution has 


While the Citizens’ Library Movement has 
been more active in supporting public libra- 
ries and the State Library, it should be re- 
membered that the statewide organization 
was formed for the purpose of supporting 
improvements and expansion for all types of 
libraries. Other libraries have not requested 
the Movement to give this kind of support, 
and both public libraries and the State Li- 
brary have called upon the Citizens’ Library 
Movement for backing. 
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Memberships— 


Where Do | Draw the Line? 


Too often library discussions deal with 
generalities —- unscrewing the inscru- 
table. The Editors propose to raise one 
down-to-earth problem in each issue of 
the Bulletin and to invite reader dis- 
cussion and opinion for publication in 
the next. Don’t be a worm! Don’t de- 
prive us of your interesting observations 
on life, liberty, and the general pursuit 
of happiness! Address your opinions on 
the subject of this topic to Louise 

Ward, Editor, LLA Bulletin, College 

of Education Library, L.S.U. 

I'm sorry I have to be the one to initiate 
these discussions because I’m no thinker. 
Anyway, on this topic, I admit defeat. 

A month or so ago I received, in my 
capacity as head of a library, a somewhat 
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secretive Communique urging me and mem- 
bers of my staff to become members of the 
state teachers’ association. Perhaps it wasn’t 
secretive, but I’m dead sure that I received 
the invitation. A few weeks later the state 
representative of the ACRL tactfully sug- 
gested that the ACRL membership of the 
L.S.U. library staff was something less than 
par. Before these words appear in print, | 
will have received letters, pamphlets, and 
mimeographs from other associations 
enough to fill the Gulf of Mexico, and each 
soliciting a portion of my rapidly diminish- 
ing dollar. Where do I draw the line? I've 
already admitted defeat. Where do you draw 
the line? What honest, constructive advice 
can you offer? 

I have a cynical friend who regards all 
such solicitations as lost causes and _ tears 
them crosswise three times before depositing 
them in the wastebasket. This is certainly no 
way to face the problem. Like most libra- 
rians, I am crippled by a vast burden of 
conscience about professional matters. 
Should I join the state library association? 
Certainly it is the one association which 
affords an opportunity for most of us to get 
together and talk over our problems. Only 
a few can afford to travel to Los Angeles, to 
Miami. Should I join the regional associa- 
tion? Its meetings are usually within shoot- 
ing distance of most of us and the larger 
group representation provides a richer pro- 
gram, more points of view, and wider per- 
sonal contacts. Should I join the state teach- 
ers’ association? Well, we rub elbows with 
teachers every day, don’t we? I'm told also 
that the teachers are powerful in financial 
councils. Should I join the A.L.A.? If I am 
a college librarian and want to remain pro- 
fessionally alive, I certainly will want to read 
College and Research Libraries regularly and 
I cannot be a member of the ACRL (which 
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entitles me to receive this journal) without 
membership in the A.L.A. Should I join 
the Special Libraries Association? If I want 
chapter meetings which deal with practical 
problems rather than with vague generalities, 
this association has something to offer. 


This is a very inadequate introduction to 
the subject of memberships, but I write on 
the run. Let’s hear from you. What associa- 
tions should we belong to? Why? In what 
order of priority? Write Miss Ward. 

G.R.L. 





Over the Charging Desk 


By 


CHARLES DANIEL 
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The libraries of the Northeast Louisiana 
Region held their semi-annual meeting in 
October in the new Concordia Parish Li- 
brary, with Mrs. Lillian Gray, Chairman, as 
hostess. Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton and Miss 
Sarah I. Jones were guest speakers. Mr. 
John Blackman, Bookmobile Driver of La- 
Salle Parish Library, held a group discussion 
of drivers and bookmobile assistants on ways 
of improving bookmobile service. At elec- 
tion of officers for 1954, Miss Eunice Heit- 
man, Franklin Parish Librarian, was elected 
Chairman, and Mrs. Rubie M. Hanks, Winn 
Parish Librarian, Secretary. The Spring meet- 
ing of the group will be held in Winnsboro. 
The libraries in the Northeast Louisiana 
Region, which have met regularly since 1951, 
are Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, Frank- 
lin, LaSalle, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, 
Natchitoches, Richland, Winn, and Tensas. 


From Louisiana State Library: Mrs. Sylvia 


Hardaway, Reference Librarian, is convales- 


cing from an illness which forced her to 


resign from the staff in August . . . On Sep- 
tember 19 the Governor announced the ap- 
pointment of Mrs. Fensky Terzia of Monroe 
to the Board of the Louisiana State Library, 
to succeed Dr. Harriet S$. Daggett, whose 
term expired. . .. Misses Debora R. Abram- 
son and Sallie Farrell attended the Sixth 
Legislative Service Conference which met in 
New Orleans during September. It was at- 
tended by state legislators, state librarian, 
and legislative reference librarians. During 
the meeting the Louisiana State Library was 
visited by the following who were partici- 
pants: Mr. Roger McDonough, Miss M. 
Coonan of the New Jersey State Library, 
Mrs. Phyllis Dalton of the California State 
Library and Mrs. Alta Grim of the Wash- 
ington State Library. 


Miss Lucille Arceneaux, Librarian of La- 
fayette Parish, and Miss Mary Moore Mitch- 
ell, Librarian of Madison Parish, attended 
the first Louisiana Industrial Development 
Conference held at Louisiana State Univer- 
sity during December. 


Mrs. Bernard Biedenharn, Chairman of 
the Board of Control of the Owachita Par- 
ish Public Library, and Miss Frances Fland- 
ers, Parish Librarian, enjoyed their trip to 
Mexico so much when they attended the 
meeting of the Southwestern Library Asso- 
ciation there in November of 1952 that 


they are planning another trip back this 
winter. They plan to leave Monroe January 
Miss 


7 for a three week stay in Mexico. 








26 





L. L. A. BULLETIN 








Flanders has appeared several times on 
television programs in Monroe since the 
new station opened there, and she reports 
that it is an excellent means of publicizing 
the library. Mrs. Lee Carbrey, a graduate 
of the University of Texas, is Miss Flander’s 
new secretary. Mrs. John P. Lewis, a grad- 
uate of Louisiana Tech, has been appointed 
to the staff of the West Monroe Branch. 

Miss Ottilie M. Lambert resigned from 
the staff of the St. Tammany Parish Library. 
Since the beginning of the Library in 1950, 
she had been in charge of the Covington 
Branch. The Library Board of Control has 
not yet appointed anyone to replace Miss 
Lambert. Miss Ella Paine, former librarian 
of the Covington High School, is tempo- 
rarily in charge of the Covington Branch. 

Mr. Eugene P. Watson, Librarian of 
Northwestern State College, announced that 
the Alpha Chapter of Alpha Beta Alpha 
held a program tea in November, honoring 
Mr. Edmon Low, Director of Libraries at 
Oklahoma A. & M., Dr. Arthur McAnally, 
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Director of Libraries at the University of 
Oklahoma, and Miss Frances Low, Chemis- 
try Librarian at L. S. U. 

In New Orleans, Miss Betty Thoms, Li- 
brarian of Live Oak Junior High School, 
was married to Mr. George Dugal. Mr. 
Vernon Martin, Librarian of the Landry 
Senior-Junior High School, received a Master 
of Library Science Degree this past summer 
from the University of Michigan. Mrs. 
Helen Samson has returned to her position 
as Assistant Librarian of Fortier High School 
after the birth of her son. 

In the Pointe Coupee Parish Library, Mrs. 
William Keen has replaced Mrs. John L. 
Morrison as Assistant in the New Roads 
Branch, and Mrs. A. W. Bergeron has re- 
placed Mrs. Harold Bonaventure as Book- 
mobile Assistant. 

Miss Caroline Paddock, Engineering and 
Forestry Librarian at Louisiana Polytechnic 
Institute, has resumed her duties there after 
a year's leave of absence to do graduate 
work at the University of California. 

News items from the New Orleans Public 
Library: Miss America Louise Waguespack, 
graduate of Maryville College, has joined the 
staff of the Order Department... . Mrs. 
Frances Ford Seibert, graduate of Belhaven 
College, is now a Library Assistant in the 
Catalog Department .. . . Miss Helene Mor- 
row has been appointed Librarian of the 
new Norman Mayer Memorial Broadmoore 
Public Library; Miss Morrow, formerly li- 
brarian at the Jesuit High School in New 
Orleans, received her library training at 
Texas State College for Women. 

Miss Vera Jane Godown is now Acting 
Librarian of the Caldwell Parish Library. 
Mrs. Rubie Hanks was Supervising Librarian 
of the Caldwell Parish Demonstration until 
September 15. 

During November, Mrs. Samuel Levy, 
President of the Natchitoches Parish Library 
Board of Control, attended the Ninth An- 
nual Conference of Women’s Activities, Na- 
tional Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, in 
New York. 

Mr. Joseph Martina has been elected 
President of the Jefferson Parish Public Li- 
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brary Board of Control. Mr. W. B. Banker 
was elected Vice-President, and Mr. Alvin 
Gehring, Treasurer. Mr. Val F. Schnell is 
the newly appointed Board Member, suc- 
ceeding Mr. Joseph B. Dossat whose term 
expired. 

At the Shreve Memorial Library, Mrs. Gil- 
bert B. Fletcher, Young People’s Librarian, 
resigned in December; Mrs. Dorothy Todd 
of Cherokee, Alabama, is the new assistant 
in the Children’s Department, replacing 
Mrs. Carolyn Hoag, who has returned to 
her home in Ohio; Mrs. Lettie Weeks of 
Bossier City has replaced Mrs. Betty Eason 
as Assistant in the Caddo Parish Extension 
Department. 

A one day conference for staff members 
of the Washington Parish Library was held 
in November at the Pine Tree Inn in Boga- 
lusa. Guest speakers were Miss S. Metella 
Williams of the L. S. U. Library School, 
and Mrs. Martin T. Lord, former Acting 
Librarian of Washington Parish. Her hus- 
band, Rev. Martin T. Lord, showed colored 
slides of England and Ireland, which they 
took on their vacation there during the 
summer. Those attending the conference 
were Miss Mary W. Harris and Miss Sarah 
I. Jones. Miss Adele Bodker, of the Tangi- 
pahoa Parish Library, Mrs. Marcie Perkins, 
Livingston Parish Librarian, and three Wash- 
ington Parish Library Board Members, Mr. 
Louis T. Adams, Mr. Frank Heyward, Jr., 
and Mr. Exvlit H. Burch. Mrs. Ruth Pigott. 
who had been Branch Assistant in the Boga- 
lusa Branch since 1948 resigned in October ; 
Mrs. J]. D. Johnson, Jr., a graduate of Sophie 
Newcomb College, is now working in the 
Bogalusa Branch, assisting Mrs. E. C. Toups. 

In the Tangipahoa Parish Library, Mrs. 
Frances Farnaly is now in charge of the 
Ponchatoula Branch, replacing Miss Adele 
Bodker, who is now Parish Librarian. Mrs. 
Freda Samuels replaced Mrs. Jack Autin at 
the Loranger Branch, and Mrs. Cammie 
Sanders replaced Mrs. Clara Travis at the 
Independence Branch, 

Officers for 1954 were selected at the 
fall business meeting of the Baton Rouge 
Library Club, held October 29 at the East 


Baton Rouge Parish Library. Elected were: 
Miss S. Metella Williams, President; Mrs. 
Edith Atkinson, 1st Vice-President: Mrs. 
Mildred Tyner, 2nd Vice-president; Mass 
Louise Ward, Secretary; and Mrs. Stella 
Butler, Treasurer. 


At Louisiana State University Library: 
Mrs. Katherine Emerson, a graduate of the 
LSU Library School, is now a Junior Libra- 
rian in the Catalog Department; also in the 
Catalog Department is Miss Katherine 
Thompson, who received her library degree 
from the University of North Carolina. . . . 
Mrs. Frances Winters, formerly on the li- 
brary staff at Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, 
is in the Serials Department. . . . Mrs. Paul- 
elle Skalka, a native of Liege, Belgium, has 
been appointed Assistant in the Gift and 
Exchange and Circulation Departments. . . . 
Miss Lucy B. Foote, on sabbatical leave since 
May, returned November 2 to take charge of 
the Louisiana Collection. During her leave 
Miss Foote visited libraries in New York, 
Chicago, Washington, and New Orleans to 
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obtain material for the supplement to her 
Bibliography of the Official Publications of 
Louisiana, 1803-1934. Miss Frances Low, 
Chemistry Librarian, was married during the 
Christmas holidays to Mr. Carl W. Chilson 


—— 


of St. Lawrence University, Canton, New 
York. . . . Mr. Peter Munzner, a graduate 
of the George Peabody College Library 
School, is the new Music and Speech Libra- 
rian. 


News on File 


By 


LOUISE WARD 


Modisette Award. 


The Modisette Award for 1952-53 was 
presented to Kinder High School at the 
meeting of the Louisiana Association of 
School Libraries during the Louisiana Edu- 
cation Association convention in Lafayette. 

Miss Norris McClellan, associate professor 
of library science at LSU, presented the 
award to the Kinder High School librarian, 
Miss Myrtle Bacon, at the November meet- 
ing. 

Miss Sarah Jones, State Library field rep- 
1esentative and chairman of the LLA Modi- 
sette Award committee, stated that the cita- 
tion was awarded to the Kinder High School 
library because of improvements in services 
and resources. These included placing a 
trained librarian in charge of the library at 
all times; centralizing in the high school 
library the upper elementary book collec- 
tion; adding films and records; increasing 
the use of loan material from the State Li- 
brary; and arousing community interest in 
the high school library. 

Winn Parish Library Awarded Grant. 

The ALA Office for Adult Education has 
announced the awarding of a $2,000 sub- 
grant to the Winn Parish Library for a 
parish-wide adult education program on 
world affairs. 

The Winn plan provides for the organi- 
zation of a Parish-wide Council on world 
affairs to act as a planning and advisory 
agency for the program. Through special 








discussion groups as well as newspaper and 
radio forums, the program will encourage 
interest in the intelligent study of world 
affairs. 

Mrs. Rubie M. Hanks, Winn Parish Li- 
brarian, has announced that the program will 
begin in January, 1954, and will be con- 
tinued through the year. 
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Miss Renshaw Awarded Honorary Degree. 

At the June 1953 Commencement exer- 
cises, Tulane University conferred an hon- 
orary Master of Arts degree on Miss Mar- 
guerite D. Renshaw, recently retired Senior 
Reference Librarian on the Howard-Tilton 
Memorial Library staff. Dr. Garland F. 
Taylor stated that this is the first honorary 
degree conferred by Tulane University on 
any librarian; and it is exceptional, further- 
more, in that University policy seldom has 
countenanced conferring a degree on a per- 
son whose principal academic affiliations have 
been with Tulane University. In citing 
Miss Renshaw for the degree, however, it 
was pointed out that her exceptional con- 
tributions to scholarship had been effective 
over a very wide area and for a very ex- 
tended period of time; and that she had 
been in many instances, for all practical 
purposes, a collaborator in research. 


Beta Phi Mu Membership. 


The members of Beta Phi Mu, the grad- 
uate library science honorary fraternity, wish 
to offer membership in the fraternity to all 
graduates of accredited library schools who 
meet the scholastic requirements for admis- 
sion. These are: 

(a) Graduation from a fifth-year profes- 
sional library science degree course 
which at the time of graduation 
was accredited by the American Li- 
brary Association. 

(b) A scholastic average of not less than 
B+, or the equivalent, in the courses 
offered for the professional library 
science degree. 

Anyone who believes he is eligible for 
admission and would be interested in being 
elected to membership in the fraternity 
should write to Harold Lancour, Executive 
Secretary, Beta Phi Mu, University of Illi- 
nois Library School, Urbana, Illinois, indi- 
cating your library school and date of re- 
ceiving degree. 

Louisiana Purchase Exhibit at Tulane. 

The Howard-Tilton Memorial Library at 
Tulane University featured until January 8 
an outstanding exhibition of paintings, draw- 


ings, and maps commemorating the Sesqui- 
centennial of the Louisiana Purchase. 


Football enthusiasts of the New Orleans 
area were introduced to the exhibit at a 
Tulane game this fall. Inserted into the 
football programs were eight pages of de- 
scriptive material concerning the exhibit. 
We note with pride this new form of li- 
brary publicity. 

Louisiana Purchase Catalog. 


The Louisiana State Museum in co-opera- 
tion with the Louisiana Landmarks Society 
has issued an illustrated catalog of the Lou- 
isiana Purchase Exhibition which was pre- 
sented in the Cabildo in New Orleans from 
April 30 to December 31, 1953. Copies of 
the 96 page brochure may be obtained at 
$1.00 each from the Louisiana State Mu- 
seum, The Cabildo, Jackson Square, New 
Orleans. A tentative proposal has been made 
to issue a $5.00 bound edition in small 
quantities if a sufficient number of sub- 
scribers express intention to purchase the 
catalog. 
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Newspaper Files in LSU Library. 

The Louisiana State University Library 
has issued a revised edition of Newspaper 
Files in Louisiana State University Library. 
The volume was prepared by Miss Edith 
Sims, LSU newspaper librarian and _ lists 
4,681 volumes of newspapers and 4,517 rolls 
of microfilm of newspapers. 
Dutton-Macrae Award. 

Librarians working with children and 
young people in either public libraries or 
in schools are eligible to apply for the E. 
P. Dutton-John Macrae Award for Advanced 
Study in the Field of Library Work with 
Children and Young People, the ALA an- 
nounces. 

The award may be used for formal ad- 
vance study in librarianship or related fields 
or for informal study and _ investigation 
through directed services in an established 
children’s or young people’s department in 
a public library, or through other appropriate 
projects. 
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Applications for the 1954-55 award must 
be sent before March 15 to the chairman 
of the Award Committee, Mrs. Frances 
Lander Spain, Superintendent of Work with 
Children, New York Public Library. Pres. 
entation of the award will be made at the 
ALA Annual Conference next June. 


So, You Have to Make a Speech / 


Guy R. Lyle, Director of Libraries, LSU, 
is co-editor, with Kevin Guinagh, of | Am 
Happy to Present: A Book of Introductions, 
recently published by The H. W. Wilson 
Company ($3.00). This compilation contains 
86 diversified introductions selected from 
many sources. Mr. Lyle says this book is 
intended for R. R. station reading—to be 
picked up, read, and left on the train seat 
in the interest of public education. 


Also by Mr. Lyle is ‘The Launching,” 
which appears in the October 1953 issue 
of Phi Kappa Phi Journal. It is a reprint 
of an address given May 8, 1953, at the 
dedication of the new library at Oklahoma 
A & M College. 


ALA Meetings. 


The Annual Midwinter Meeting of the 
American Library Association is expected to 
bring 1,200 librarians from all sections of 
the country to the Morrison Hotel in Chi- 
cago, February 2 to 6. The ALA Annual 
Conference will be held in the Twin Cities, 
St. Paul-Minneapolis, June 20 to 26. 


Pre-Conference Library Buildings Institute. 

A Pre-Conference Library Buildings In- 
stitute will be held in St. Paul, June 19 
and 20, preceding the ALA Annual Confer- 
ence. 

The first day of the Institute will be de- 
voted to the problems of all types of library 
buildings beginning with the early program- 
ming aspects of building planning through 
preliminary planning and working drawings. 
On the second day of the Institute, the 
group will be divided into three special In- 
stitutes where the problems of public, col- 
lege and school library buildings will receive 
consideration. Registration and program in- 
formation will be released after the meeting 
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of the ALA Buildings Committee at Mid- 
winter. 
SACSS—Standard Nine Revised. 

At the annual meeting of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools, held in Memphis, December 1-5, 
1953, the following revised standard for 
four-year college libraries was officially ap- 
proved: 

Standard Nine — The There 
should be a minimum annual expenditure 
of $25.00 per student for books, periodi- 
cals, binding and supplies and for staff 
salaries other than those of student assis- 
tants. If the institution offers graduate or 
specialized work, or engages in contract 
services, or if the library is called upon to 
provide special materials, such as records, 
films or other audio-visual aids, an expendi- 
ture distinctly above the minimum must be 
provided. 


Library. 


The book and periodical collection should 
be of such quality and size as to support 
effectively the instructional program of the 
institution and to provide for the general 
reading of both students and faculty. To- 
ward this end the collections should be fre- 
quently tested against subject bibliographies 
and other standard guides. 

The building should be well lighted and 
ventilated, protected as far as possible against 
fire, and equipped with adequate working 
quarters for the staff. 

In order to insure faculty-library coopera- 
tion and a high quality of Library service, 


the librarian and other members of the pro- 
fessional staff should be well qualified aca- 
demically, professionally, and personally, 
and they should have faculty rank, compar- 
able salaries, and privileges. 

Since the motivation of students to read 
is a prime responsibility of both the faculty 
and the library staff, instruction and assis- 
tance in the use of the library should be 
freely given. Careful records of the use of 
the library by faculty and students must be 
kept. 

Rules of the Association require that a 
new standard, approved at one meeting, 
shall not be considered finally official until 
after formal passage at the next regular an- 
nual meeting. 


Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, Director of Libra- 
ries, University of Alabama, laid the ground- 
work for the revision; and Dr. David Lock- 
miller, President of the University of Chat- 
tanooga, who for many years has supported 
the library revision, directed it through 
SACSS channels for approval. 

The Commission on Colleges and Univer- 
sities of the Southern Association has ap- 
proved the publication of a Second Revised 
Edition of The Classified List of Reference 
Books and Periodicals for College Libraries, 
the last edition of which was issued in 1947. 
W. Stanley Hoole, University of Alabama, 
has again been invited to serve as editor- 
in-chief of the work and an Advisory Com- 
mittee, composed of Guy R. Lyle, Louisiana 
State University, Louis Shores, Florida State 
University, and Gilbert Govan, University 
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of Chattanooga, has been appointed. An 
Editorial Committee for Reference Books 
and an Editorial Committee for Periodicals 
are now being formed. . 

It is hoped that the new edition of the 
Classified List may be published before Sep- 
tember, 1954. 

Your Dues Are Due! 

Now is the time for all good librarians 
to renew their memberships in the Louisiana 
Library Association. Invite your fellow 
workers to join also. Send all dues (indi- 
vidual, $2.00; institutional, $5.00) to: 

Miss Yvonne Toups, Treasurer 
Louisiana Library Association 


Francis T. Nicholls Junior College 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 
Conference of Louisiana 
College Librarians 
A Conference of Louisiana college libra- 
rians was held at Louisiana State University, 
January 22-23. Mrs. Doris Dantin, LSU 
Commerce Librarian, Chairman, announced 
that the group discussed practical problems 
of college library administration. Discussion 
leaders were Loma Knighten, Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute Library, Ruth Walling, 
Louisiana State University Library, and Eu- 
gene P. Watson, Northwestern State College 
Library. 





Louisiana Library Association 
Executive List, 1954. 


OFFICERS 

President—Vivian Cazayoux, Film Librarian, 
Louisiana State Library, Baton Rouge 

First Vice-President and President-Elect—Eliza- 
beth Cammack, Librarian, Iberia Parish Library, 
New Iberia 

Second Vice-President—Anna Davis, Librarian, 
Southeastern Louisiana College, Hammond 

Secretary—Georgette Richard, Supervisor of Li- 
braries and Materials of Instruction, Ascension 
Parish School Board, Donaldsonville 

Treasurer—Yvonne Toups, Librarian, Francis 
T. Nicholls Junior College, Thibodaux 


Parliamentarian—Elliott Hardaway, Associate 
Librarian, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge 


Past President—Garland F. Taylor, Director of 
Libraries, Howard-Tilton Memorial Library, Tu- 
lane University, New Orleans 


REPRESENTATIVES* 


American Library Association—Sallie J. Farrell, 
Field Representative, Louisiana State Library, 
Baton Rouge (1955); Mrs. Florrinell F. Mor- 
ton, Director, Library School, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge (1956) 

Southwestern Library Association—Vivian Caza- 
youx, Film Librarian, Louisiana State Library, 
Baton Rouge (1954); Mrs. Lucile A. Daugh- 
dril, Librarian, Arcadia High School, Arcadia 
(1954); Garland F. Taylor, Director of Libra- 


ries, Howard-Tilton Memorial Library, Tulane 
University, New Orleans (1954) 

Southwestern Library Association Bulletin, Edi- 
torial Board—Helen Maestri, Librarian, Francis 
T. Nicholls High School, New Orleans 


BULLETIN STAFF 


Editors—Guy R. Lyle, Director of Libraries, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge; Louise 
Ward, Librarian, Education Library, Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge 

Business Manager—Mary Garst, Librarian, Soc- 
ial Welfare Library, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge 

Assistant Editors—Charles Daniel, Jefferson Par- 
ish Library, Gretna; Marie J. Mamalakis, South- 
western Louisiana Institute Library, Lafayette; 
Eunice E. Heitman, Librarian, Franklin Parish 
Library, Winnsboro 


SECTION CHAIRMEN 

College and Reference—Mary Frances Smith, Li- 
brarian, Centenary College, Shreveport 

Louisiana Association of School Librarians—Jane 
Ellen Carstens, Assistant Librarian, Hamilton 
Training School, Southwestern Louisiana Insti- 
tute, Lafayette 

Public—Mary Louise Giraud, Librarian, Tensas 
Parish Library, St. Joseph 

Trustees—Ivy N. Stafford, Trustee, Tangipahoa 
Parish Library, Box 63, Independence 
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STANDING COMMITTEES* 


Adult Education—Chairman, Mrs. Ruth K. Rob- 
bins, New Orleans Public Library, New Or- 
leans (1955); Lucille Arceneaux, Librarian, 
Lafayette Parish Library, Lafayette (1954); 
Kay Werner, Librarian, Iberville Parish Library, 
Plaquemine (1956) 

Auditing—Chairman, Mrs. Florette Porche, Li- 
brarian, Thibodaux High School, Thibodaux 
(1954); Mrs. Sidney Peltier, Trustee, Lafourche 
Parish Library, Thibodaux (1954); Ruth Ne- 
som, Librarian, Terrebonne High School, 
Houma (1954) 

Constitution, By-Laws and Manual—Chairman, 
Elliott Hardaway, Associate Librarian, Louisi- 
ana State University, Baton Rouge (ex officio 
(1954); Mrs. Margaret Lane, Recorder of 
Documents, Office of the Secretary of State, 
Baton Rouge (1954); Mary Ann Eidson, Li- 
brarian, Library School Library, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge (1955); Garland F. 
Taylor, Director of Libraries, Howard-Tilton 
Memorial Library, Tulane University, New Or- 
lands (ex officio, 1954); Vivian Cazayoux, 
Film Librarian, Louisiana State Library, Baton 
Rouge (ex officio, 1955) 

Federal Relations—Chairman, Sallie J. Farrell, 
Field Representative, Louisiana State Library, 
Baton Rouge (1955); Mrs. Nantelle Gittinger, 
Publicity Representative, Louisiana State Li- 
brary, Baton Rouge (1954); Essae M. Culver, 
State Librarian, Louisiana State Library, Baton 
Rouge (ex officio) 

Legislation—Chairman, Mrs. Elizabeth Holloway, 
Librarian, Pointe Coupee Parish Library, New 
Roads (1957); Lucile Young, Librarian, De- 
Soto Parish Library, Mansfield (1954); Mar- 
garet M. Herdman, Library School, Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge (1955); Mrs. 
Mildred Tyner, East Baton Rouge Parish Li- 
brary, Baton Rouge (1956) 

Louisiana Literary Award—Chairman, Eugene 
Watson, Librarian, Northwestern State College, 
Natchitoches (1954); Margaret Ruckert, New 
Orleans Public Library, New Orleans (1954); 
Martha Ann Peters, Howard-Tilton Memorial 
Library, Tulane University, New Orleans 
(1955); Mrs. Edith Atkinson, Louisiana State 
Library, Baton Rouge (1956); Charles Daniel, 
Jefferson Parish Library, Gretna (1956) 

Membership—Chairman, Elizabeth Cammack, Li- 
brarian, Iberia Parish Library, New Iberia (ex 
officio, 1954); Mrs. Cecile Ritter, Librarian, 
St. Tammany Parish Library, Covington (1954) ; 
Ivy N. Stafford, Trustee, Tangipahoa Parish 
Library, Box 63, Independence (1955); Alice 
Clay, Librarian, Sunset High School, Sunset 
(1956) ; Elizabeth Raulins, Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Library, Baton Rouge (1956); Yvonne 
Toups, Librarian, Francis T. Nicholls Junior 
College, Thibodaux (ex officio, 1954) 





Hospitality 


Modisette Award—Chairman, Sarah Jones, Field 


Representative, Louisiana State Library, Baton 
Rouge (1954); Norris McClellan, Library 
School, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge 
(1954); Mrs. Millicent Hennigan, Louisiana 
State University Library, Baton Rouge (1955) ; 
Mrs. Dorothy Skau, Librarian, New Orleans 
Branch, U.S.D.A. Library, Southern Regional 
Research Laboratory, New Orleans (1955) 


Nominating—Chairman, Evelyn Peters, Librarian, 


Professional Library, Orleans Parish School 
Board, New Orleans (1954); Marion Taylor, 
Librarian, Webster Parish Library, Minden 
(1954); Mrs. Lucille Carnahan, Instructor, 
Northwestern State College, Natchitoches 
(1954) 


Public Relations—Chairman, Anna Davis, Libra- 


rian, Southeastern Louisiana College, Hammond 
(ex officio, 1954); Mrs. Margaret Gueymard, 
East Baton Rouge Parish Library, Baton Rouge 
(1954); Ruth Renaud, New Orleans Public Li- 
brary, New Orleans (1954); Mrs. Louise Gray 
Lemert, Monroe (1955); Marie Mamalakis, 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute Library, La- 
fayette (1956) 


Recruiting—Chairman, Clara Haupt, Librarian, 


Evangeline Parish Library, Ville Platte (1956) ; 
Mrs. Shirley Stephenson, Library School, Louisi- 
ana State University, Baton Rouge (1954); 
Mrs. Jeanne Sellers, Librarian, Vermilion Par- 
ish Library, Abbeville (1955); Mildred Gantt, 
Assistant Professor, School of Education, Lou- 
isiana Polytechnic Institute, Ruston (1956); 
Marilyn Modern, Librarian, Belle Chasse High 
School, Belle Chasse (1956) 


State Planning—Chairman, Mrs. Odile Gill, Li- 


brarian, Training School, Southeastern Louisi- 
ana College, Hammond (1956); Mrs. Rubie 
Hanks, Librarian, Winn Parish Library, Winn- 
field (1954); Essae M. Culver, State Librarian, 
Louisiana State Library, Baton Rouge (1954) ; 
Mrs. Hazel Fort, Librarian, International House, 
New Orleans (1954); Dora Thibodeaux, Mc- 
Neese State College Library, Lake Charles 
(1956) 

*The date in parenthesis after a person’s name 
signifies that his appointment is to continue 
through that calendar year. 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


Convention Chairman—Frances Flanders, Libra- 


rian, Ouachita Parish Library, Monroe. 


Commercial Exhibits—Chairman, Mrs. Lou Venia 


Jones, Librarian, Morehouse Parish Library, 
Bastrop; Mrs. Maud Musselwhite, Librarian, 
West Monroe High School, West Monroe; Bob 
Mowery, Librarian, McNeese State College, 
Lake Charles 

Chairman, Mrs. B. W. Biedenharn, 
Chairman, Ouachita Parish Library Board, 
Route 3, West Monroe; Mrs. O. N. Reynolds, 
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Trustee, Caldwell Parish Library, Route 2, 
Monroe; Mrs. William King Stubbs, Trustee, 
Ouachita Parish Library, 2106 Island Drive, 
Monroe; Mrs. C. M. Strauss, Trustee, Ouachita 
Parish Library, 1401 N. Third St., Monroe; 
Mrs. Joe Barham, Trustee, Morehouse Parish 
Library, Oak Ridge 

Professional Exhibits—Chairman, Eunice Heit- 
man, Librarian, Franklin Parish Library, Winns- 
boro; Mrs. Roberta Guion, Librarian, Ouachita 
Parish High School, Monroe; George J. Guidry, 
Louisiana State University Library, Baton Rouge 

Program — Chairman, Ruth Walling, Louisiana 
State University Library, Baton Rouge; Marga- 


——, 


ret Ruckert, New Orleans Public Library, New 
Orleans; Emily Reed, Librarian, Rapides Par. 
ish Library, Alexandria 
Registration—Chairman, Mrs. J. B. Landreaux, 
Ouachita Parish Library, Monroe; Mrs. Glayds 
Ward, Northeast Louisiana State College Li- 
brary, Monroe; Genevra Washburn, Librarian, 
Neville High School, Monroe; Mrs. Lela Lyle, 
Librarian, Richland Parish Library, Rayville 
Resolutions—Chairman, Marjorie Leigh, Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute Library, Ruston; Mrs. A, 
G. McHenry, Trustee, Ouachita Parish Library, 
1810 Riverside, Monroe; Mrs. Marcia Perkins, 
Librarian, Livingston Parish Library, Livingston 








Convention News 


The Essential Ingredient: An Informed 
Community will be the theme of the 1954 
Convention of the Louisiana Library Associ- 
ation, which will be held in Monroe, Thurs- 
day, March 25-Saturday, March 27. 


Miss Frances Flanders will serve as Con- 
vention Chairman. Ruth Walling, Margaret 
Ruckert, and Emily Reed compose the Pro- 
gram Committee. 


The conference will open with a general 
session at 2 o'clock on Thursday afternoon, 
at which David Clift, the genial Executive 
Secretary of the American Library Associa- 
tion, will speak on ‘‘A.L.A., the Library and 
Adult Education.” Emerson Greenaway, who 
is well known for his efforts to develop an 
informed public as librarian of the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library in Baltimore from 1945 
to 1951 and as librarian of the Free Public 
Library in Philadelphia since 1951, will 
give the keynote address at the second gen- 
eral session on Thursday evening. This will 
be followed by an informal reception at the 
Lotus Club honoring new members. 

The section meetings will be held on 
Friday—morning and afternoon. Preceding 
the Book Dinner on Friday evening, Mrs. 
Bernard Biedenharn, Chairman of the Oua- 
chita Parish Library Board and also Chair- 
man of the Convention Hospitality Com- 


mittee, will entertain the Association at her 
home. 


The final general session on Saturday 
morning will feature a panel of speakers pre- 
senting recent developments in Louisiana 
libraries. 

The program allows adequate time for 
social get-togethers and exchange of ideas, 
for meeting new friends and greeting old 
ones, so make your reservations now and 
come to Monroe for the convention. 

Miss Flanders announces the following 
information about accommodations. 


Virginia Hotel: Convention Headquarters 


Rates: Single room 3.50 up 
Double room 5.00 up 
Twin bed room 5.50 up 


Frances Hotel: One block from headquarters 


Rates: Single room 4.50 up 
Double room 6.50 up 
Twin beds 8.50 up 


Above price for air conditioned rooms. 
Subtract $1.00 if room is not air con- 
ditioned. 
Alvis Hotel: Five blocks from headquarters 
—completely air conditioned. 
Rates: Single room 
Double room 
Twin bed room 


3.75 up 
5.00 up 
6.75 up 
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Moses Motor Hotel: 2521 Louisville Ave- phone service — completely air condi- 
nue (about two miles from town) tioned. 
All rooms air conditioned. Rates: Single room ..... . 5.00 up 
Rates: Single room 6.00 up Double room ....... 6.00 up 
Deuble room 7.14 up Large room with two double 
Tate tel coum 8.16 up beds for two people ...... 8.00 up 
pes Large room with three double 
Star Motel: 2111 Louisville Avenue (about beds for three people .. 9.00 up 
two miles from town) All sorts of connecting rooms and one 
24 hour Coffee shop service and tele- suite available. 





WHAT IS A BOOK? 


What is a book? A series of little printed signs—essentially 
only that. It is for the reader to supply himself the forms and 
colors and sentiments to which these signs correspond. It will 
depend on him whether these signs correspond. It will depend 
on him whether the book be dull or brilliant, hot with passion 
or cold as ice. Or, if you prefer to put it otherwise, each word 
in a book is a magic finger that sets a fiber of our brain vibrating 
like a harp string and so evokes a note from the soundingboard 
of our soul. No matter how skillful, how inspired, the artist's 
hand, the sound it makes depends on the quality of the strings 
within themselves —ANATOLE FRANCE 





